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Rt Hon Andy Burnham MP 
Prime Minister 
No 10 Downing Street 
London, SW1A 2AA 
 
CC: Rt Hon John Healey, Chancellor of the Exchequer 

1 October 2026 
 
Dear Prime Minister, 
 

Now the driveway divide is zero to 20, it is time to end it 
 

Today millions of consumers will start to benefit from the VAT cut on domestic energy bills. This is a welcome 
measure that will help allay the cost pressures facing households this winter. But we urge you to take one 
vital step further.  
 
It is time to end the unfair driveway divide that sees drivers with access to home electric vehicle charging 
benefitting from zero VAT and those without paying 20 per cent.  
 
Switching to an electric vehicle is one of the best ways that most motorists can make a significant and 
permanent change in their everyday cost of living. However, due to today’s change, the difference a driver 
with no home charging will pay in VAT on an annual basis compared to a driver with access to home 
charging has increased to £2001. 10 million households concentrated in dense urban areas, flats, terraced 
housing and rental properties, unfairly penalised by a growing pavement tax. 
 
The EV industry and driver groups are united in calling for an end to the driveway divide.  
 
Doing so would put money back in drivers’ pockets and give millions more people the opportunity and 
confidence to make the switch. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Shane Brennan, CEO, ChargeUK 
 
Edmund King OBE, president, the AA 
 
Petar Georgiev, VP Corporate Affairs & Sustainability, AMPECO 
 
Ian Plummer, Chief Customer Officer, Autotrader 
 
Guy Bartlett, CEO, Believ 
 
Toby Poston, Chief Executive, BVRLA 
 
Chris Pateman-Jones, CEO, Connected Kerb 
 
Paul Bevan, Cadeirydd/Chair, EVA Cymru 
 

 
1 ChargeUK analysis comparing annual VAT for an 80/20 per cent home/rapid (£71.88) with 80/20 per cent public 
standard/rapid (£273.52) blend for a typical EV annual mileage of 10,054 
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Vicky Edmonds, CEO, EVA England 
 
Neil Bowater, CEO, EV Smart (UK) Ltd 
 
Francis O’Donnell, Head of E-mobility, ESB Energy 
 
Warren Philips, Head of FairCharge 
 
Tom Hurst, UK Country Director, Fastned 
 
Rebecca Trebble, Chief Customer Officer, GRIDSERVE 
 
Andreas Atkins, Country Manager UK & Ireland, IONITY 
 
Ian Johnston, CEO, Osprey Charging 
 
Melanie Lane, CEO, Pod 
 
Deepa Chandrasekaran, Managing Director, Source 
 
Melanie Shufflebotham, COO and Co-founder, Zapmap 
 
 
 


